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e | JJLLED for two years into a sense of
e Hht da'l’l’“ting effect on Saturday mornin
i i, | :

#;ﬂp‘t' Thﬂ anmﬂn hu[‘ﬁ.t [t; hnnkir

i ﬂur which, because of its depth, halted

=

ssful rearguard action as

" ... in the Stoke Canon area,

5 ”m“,., were damaged to an unu
Jiidge left the permanent way
Hjlen conditions were at their

| Mr.and Mrs. F. Davy up to thair ankles in Nood water In the
Wting room of thelr home, Mo. 1, Blundell's Road, Tiverton.

CAUGES TELL THE
RAIN STORY

= |eptember’s torrential exit
y et | T Tiverton, Mr. E. G. Peirce, of Cowleymoor Lodge,
:-ﬂ ~ Tiverton, told us the 24 hours ending at 9 a.m.

1 ™age for September has been 3.98 inches.

;,E,;,Fﬁﬂ‘t. who has been

.k Tiverton's weather
DO ot past 31 years, has found
W =tng through his records

Y. e September average
ST that time has never
' T inches, ITe =avs
hiave been several
_ under iwo Inches.
i 'm;f '-tl'-‘I "-I!!lh‘t: ]'milhh"ﬂ
e K Jilrday might, ONIr.
i e addeq, there was another
fall of 145 inches.

2298 Inches of rain had becn
recorded by Mr. C. W. Beer up
to September this year, com-
pared with only 21.69 inches In
the corresponding period last
Vear.

" Uffculme.—The frst hall of
the pronth was below average
in rainfall, but the last four
davs, with n total of almost 3
inches, made it the wetlest

B B 5.5 o gea epimber slnce 193, reponts

LT 'TEE}?H '-;-:I,E-lﬁ.l:-‘rclrlﬁ‘!? pbserver points :w}ﬁ__ﬂ?:fmmﬁ
- ks } L i y WS I x4

S %&h;frlq! on 13 duve. and Past month Wis a

22 {mes az wet as thié corres-
wonding month last  vear. and
Ermt the last day of Eemcmber{
with 1.63 inches. was the weltes
day since 9th Juné 1037. A
total of 4.73 Inches fell on 15
days, and October commenced
with 1.05 inches on the 15t Even
wilth these heavy falls, it_1s
more than probable that U-
culme has had less .r“‘“f""
fhan other places In East
Devan.

-At Hemvock. the
Bty o ‘I; am. on Fridav.

148 inches an the 2Tth
Bt fncies on the 30th. the
by NE the highest for one
B W, ite 13th Augusi, 1952,
. L3 inehes fell in 24
In September, 1956, 6.00
Were recorded on 10
4 1otal for the first
Months of 1060 s 32.02

ineh. — At  Rradninch

on 13- days during
T tolalling 526 inches.
our dayvs of the month

inches. 'TT]E‘ rainfall from = .d Poyrn g 293
A am. on Salurany
: by Ted 2% 43 Inches, the ighest 3¢ phur
ey s was (he: greatest A By iﬁ?‘"ﬂﬁr’i}?ﬁ“ Clist
2 urs gince 18th July. 3% i)
5 Eh“'htﬂ there was 253 IM‘:.m;iru;hg:;nlth:_ THb rarigal

S v o From midnight 10 noén
o '-'i_-“n"" Bth 114 inches wos

’hjﬂfﬂ September fhis year

£ Ny - Wetlest since 1956, when
. than 8  inches s

Ses The average rainfall
“tiember al Bradninch i8
0ef. and last vear there
0.23 inches. A total of

asured at Morebath Manor
$§P :’he highest for any wcq_-u]:-
end for some  YCRre r[!_'t 425
{hrae days the total was 'I
inehes made up of 103 for nre
24 hourd ending at 9 am. c:{i.
Sniurday. 1.79 for Eunﬁw r:ﬂ
90 ending at 9 a.m. on Monaad.
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false security, Tiverton was hit swiftly and with
]{Hdhl-" the old enemy- -the floods. Torrential rain
€d a run-off with which rivers and streams could

A torrent swe ' : ;
= pt down Blundell's R
and stores en route, and piling at Lowman Green Into a swirlin B r e

trafh
into shops and houses. The occupier

on already saturated ground pea

Yiditg ; they were driven
[n the district, the River Exe also could

G‘_}’LT- on Saturday produced 2.25 inches of rain,
'hwﬁ the September total to the quite abnormal
9 of 557 inches. During the past ten years the

: g mass of muddy-brown
¢ and virtually cut the town in two. The water

8, re-living their worst memories, fought an
upstalirs,

not cope with flood water far beyond the normal

In addition to the spec ' ' 1
| : pectacular submersion of roads, in which
port of all kinds was halted, and the widespread interruption to telephone services, the

sual dcgree,q At Newton St. Cyres, the washing-away of a
suspended, hrmgln_g the service to a standstill on either side.
worst, road and rail communications to the South of Exeter

were completely cut,

For Tiverton itself, the flooding was a blow to
hopes which were raised last March when the Borough
Council were told that Devon River Board proposed to
spend 550,000 on a scheme which would end once and
tor all these destructive visitations. It is understood that
the Board's scheme is in the course of preparation. The
Borough Public Health Committee met on Monday

of the matters discussed. There is likely to be further

and fuller discussion when the full Borough Council
meet next Monday,

The final factor--the prelude
to week-end disaster at Tiver-
ton—was theé torrentinl raln of
Friday night, and the result
was dramatie. At about half-
post tenn on Saturday morning,
the Lowman rose with siari-
ling rapidity, and oaverflowed
its banks. The resultant Nooding

windows of the Tiverton Motor
Company's showrooms, and it
wiis feared that the windows af
pther premisez would share a
like fate.

Mr. Max Levine
of the Tiverton Moplor Coms
panyl, whose helpiulness in
allowing  wvehicles through the

imanager

in Tiverton was the worst yard of the garage saved the
aslnce the time of the Lyn- day for many a motarist when
mouth disaster; and—in the the road became Impassable,
opinion of some people—was sald that 30 years ago "there
gulte as bad. wins very little flooding from
[ - r b i - 't ' |

The  worst flacding as 10¢ Lowman. Now, the feoding
slways Bappens 'wihr."i;‘ he €ame from Blundell's Road,
21w yE LEMPCILE WK i1 It sopm himt ths .
Lowman bursls its banks, was 30d Il scemed (o him that this
in the Lowman Green-Blun- 35 proof 1:"-"""”;"":' that the
dell's Road area. Here, cop- 2ritdges over the Lowman were

v i1 i iding back th wl waters.
ditions rapidly became chaotic DOIdIng back the flood waters

a8 motorists tried 1o beat the
qulckly-rising waters and be- T{]‘{} fﬂSt
came siranded in the Nood
‘ . He sald the plate-glass win-
. dows in the par Showrnooms
Tl‘ﬂﬁ!f dIUEIIEd were burst in and the foame

runners ruined by the wash set
up by heavy vehicles plough
ing too fast through ihe flood
waler.

He declared that the drivers
should Have been warmed to
go slowly through the waler.
Many motorists, he zaid. drove
throuigh the garage yard S0
fast that the flood water,
already 14 inches or mare high
in his offices was washed
s1ill bhigher, Apart f{rom the
inconvenience caused by the
flooding, he added. not mueh
materinl damage was done. One
of the servieing plits was
flooded, and was being emptied
with the aid of bucketz on
Monday morning.

The police. under Inspector
W. J H. Aclon and Secrgt. Jack
Harrls, with the help of the
Specinl Constabulary under
Area OfMfcer Lo J. arminter,
did yeoman service throughout
ithe day ;

When flooding in the dip be-
iweenn Lowman Bridge and the
trafMe island at the Blundell's
Road junection had reached a
depth af nearly four [eet., they
decided to divert all wvehicles
low enough to go under the
arch through the yard of the
Tiverton Motor {.'r-m{):m_v ta
connect with Blundell's Road
at the car park entrance. The
wazh of a heavy vehicle had
crushed in three plate-giass

afterncon, and it is believed that the Hoods were one -~

done,
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The hirst of the buses o be allowed through the Lowman Green fioods on ba
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Consiable W. H. Danicls was at hand when this woman wished urgently to get through the floods into the town. He heiped
her through water which in places was nearly four feel deep.

Mr, Levine recalled the venlence caused
worst flooding he had ever ex- department
perienced, in 1030 or 101, organised
when the water reached walst- and its
height in the garage yard ;I.-.::*! with
ran  through swith tremendous W ek

Lk o YO Y
force. He came back Irom uru-*f‘u--vt and as
Exeter -and aL-:knl:muL B D o e (1 o s
Ha o i P . <] 14 I |
find the workmen using an %, L L
acelylene lamp he hod bor- :unr.":m "‘__l; suilered 'I'_r".“':

1 r i ¢ e . tively little damage,” Council-
rowed from a fire engine. He lor W. P Authers  (man 5
could not find anvbody, ond ‘2 il L T L
féared the worst until he man r:'”'hc“f]r it {‘}P.”T.L'1?‘&“””3“?‘5
; i et et e e o= b 17 e g R T fold us.
aged to get around 1o IBE .00 " oorked out a definite
EI"]:‘-- "-!hf'hf" |} g H"“-uﬂ‘“- ane .- as "1?':':"'.1 Iwil . .,'_rl h" .; v thim thE
the directors lved. "I found I-'|:1._r-[i;|-:llél11-|11l-‘u'r:.rri. "lt;::l_'m‘gﬂ:aﬂ
the men-plavineg billiards there P98 e T S
ldl-“d {i':l[‘ll-‘lriﬂ ."I.l.“ HI.J|"".I['|1:| .1||.: LCriOs e L P KL =il l..'l.::
T.t;m 1.n1".-:|‘r|:t‘.r1:f L:I1".1.- :1'.El:‘:' =LI‘ puu!nrm;al‘. e u!"llllt]rw:ﬂ ::"t‘lh':cr

. s ¥ 11K 1] | F A ELUIICIT [ i
an¥thing elsel B Mr. Levine [‘,‘.;ﬁ "“hl-,.:-..t the water-level F'l
r AN " ] L i 1 - :
added with a smile. thould say the actual loss Is
about ETiMl, but. of course. mn
nddillon o wie hnd several
people in ¢on  mopping-up
_ _ .. operations on Sunday. It has
. The works of Messrs, E. V. 4ll been a iremendous incon-
Awose {(Manufacturing), Lid. venlence., but our loas, on the
which stand in the main drive whole. was relatively low."
of the Lowman Works and are
below waler -level were
fMlonded toa a depth of nine

Lesson learned

inches. The fire brigade moved

the flood boards on Sunday in The main damage, Council-
order to pet their engines up lor Authers sald, waz at the
the drive. Before the boards warehouse fn the old gas-
were replaced. the flood came. works  building, where the
Litile monetary damage wns hedpe-frimmer assembly-line
but there was Incon- was located. It was flooded to

|

ithrough ftha
having o be re-
while the flooding
aftermath were dealt

!‘Ine‘.uj-lmn-
o resull of
we Fusecl

“Flood-conscious’

o L

ith fleod waler pouring through thelr houses from front to back, there was nothing these unforlunate residents in
H g Road, Tiyerton, could do but to stand at their doors and waik 2N

Blundell's

a depth pf three to four Ifeet
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turday wers watched by large crowds. They had 1o pass over fire brigade hotes.

FLOODS
THROUGH THE
CENTURIES

Troublesome Lowman

I}li:‘hﬁTi‘_}l f Forim nﬁ.'.rda- alten
has bLeen the cxpericncé
Tiverion. The Exe, durnng
{he coplurles, hag caused a
great deal ool migchiel, bat It
{x. the ' Lowman which bhas
oroved o be the more trolble-
some. becauge of the ire-
guency of lta inundations

It 1z a slogeish stresmn
whose bed has & lendency 1w
¥silt np, and in addilion there
ar¢  several small  bridges
which impede the [rée pasiago
af the water. So it has hap-
neded that Lowman Green and
the main read near Old Bilun-
dell's repeatedly  have been
under waler,

Omne such food cecturred on
16k October, 1550, when the
water rose to a beighy of five
foet. There were three puccei-
sive | inundationa wilhin slgnt
manths o 18, One of them.
on Whit-Monday, was caused

o

megd and filth washed inlo our

) ding h ' It will take weel o by what was described as "a
In other. buildings at the place. It will lake Weeks 1o A e el Yidlenoe”
Athletic. Field - entrance, they dry everything ot 1 was tormnado ©OF LODICAL aCRER
were ablt 1o put all the mach- slanding in water :L*:.{n'v..-_' my After these floods, the Town
ines and components out of knecs ".':".ﬂr:_mﬂ'.'m: afull 'E" Council, by the advice of s
reach of the water. safety, and (L was impossible g gpyvor (Mr. John Siddals),
In the main works, hod the 1o do any business DECAUSE womaried sundry Improvemenis
waler come up another four nobody dould reach the sROps in the’ Bod  of 0 the Lowman.
inchee. the flooding would Of the periodical flooding, yLonys 1o which that siream
apr parl Mr. Perring sald. “Everybody ... '
hal.[. h{ur:l SETLOUS WiT SrTing Snld. k. &

"We have learned our
lor Authers added.
thi river looks llke rizing,
keep an eve on it
oiir  food precoutions

eperation.” He mentloned
ke wWorks canleen

brought into operation a
night previously, was
flooded, but they
get up Lthe linoleum.
oflices on Lowman Green,
the flles and papers
moved {0 dnfety early
saturday morning.

Oily mud

sunday, a6t the
0on Lowman
which are

In

On
Dalry
premises

flows Its bank,
. YW, Burge
work trying
inches-thick

M,
W
Lo
deposlt

and

ol

0f eupboards In the
were coated with it. and when
Mre. Burge tried o cook o
mid-day meal she found
the ecooker had frst to
eleared of slime

Mrg. Burge told our
porier that she recelved

warning at all of the aonset of
witlehing
the Lowman from a

the food She
the rize of
front window when,

Wias

all

sudden, water poured into the

15}"3 STANDARD VANGUARD PHASE
house from the rear. She was IO G puctone green. Heater, Sereeh
in despair aboui the slimy wathers, Tadis. One owrer. Taxed
mud. "I don'l know how we 31880 '

ghall gel rid of il.” she sald.
Mr. Burge was on his hands

angd knees cleaning up the ot Lt s “:'-_f-_l"'*f‘z' HeAtat E’h“
il wid ] ili 1 il i AT ’Fa:__-d I -l-',.'] g -
mess wWith 4‘:1h hands, He sald s .':Lr].}-]
he had used over .10 bucketls oi ~c2 MORRIS MINOR TRAVELLER.
water already, and it had 1O

made little impression on the

a L Taxed L1260
mud., 3 it
In a comment about tihe £589
Lowman, Mrs. Burge consig- 1958 MORRIS MINOR 4-DOORDE LUXE.
cred thal no effort had been DD Grev. Hedter., One owner, Taxed
made during the Summer to 31/12/60 I._E_i'i' 3
clear it, and it was partly ;
blocked by weeds. -I-l_]" 5 FORD ANGLIA DE LUXE. Blus
Nr. Burge mentioned that o)

belween 10300 aan. 8nd 7 pm.
when a customer called for a
pint of milk, it had beern im-
possible fo do any business al

all from the shop.

“Up in arms”

Mr G. H. Perring

ook over Lindars, the green-
confertionery
business on Lowman Green, s
' floods of

?}-‘éﬂ ngain had the
premises flooded, this time Lo
depth of almost {wo feet in the
three downsialrs

grocery - and

fortnight before the
two yiears

shops and

ms,
He told our reporier,

tinately, a famliy friend came
and we were
able to move most of our stufl
dunger. The only losi
we suffered was due to the

antd helped us;
out of

ledzon
here very thoroughly,” Couneil
"WhHhENEVED e
we
ready 1o put
Into
Lthat
dlongsde
the Lowman Green car park,
[ori=
also
had time 1o
the

WELo

1sland
Greern,
inundated
every time the Lowman over-
kg B
hard
FemMove
~olly
mud. Even the boltom shelves
i kitehen

tnat ~(3 WOLSELEY 1580, Navy — blue,
b ].E.]lﬁ.'ﬂ HEgter, 5{“51-"'{1 waghdrs £'iﬁ[]
Xee 1959 Foi huctons
oy DO A GOOD | tiueblack Heater.
BTy WaLhers Ohe

e, Ao e

DEAL —SETTER |- cxstnslfian

of a ) Y

hat sinee been restrajned with-
in {ts proper channe]” usx one
writer of the period Tecorded.

Continued on page six

all
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Clearly Priced and with a
Guarantee that REALLY

means something

£595
TRIUMPH HERALD SALOON. Duo-

1959

Gre¥. Heater, Radio. Screen wagh-
One owner

with blue leather upholsiery. Hioater,
One pwner, Texed J1712/60 £4f}ﬁ

LOWEST HIRE PURUIIASE TERMS
YOUR OWN CAR TAKEN IN PART EXCHRANGE

MAIN SHOWROOMS OPEN

UNTIL B 13,
w0 i

h.}'lﬂ.ll. "

TAURTON 281 WILLITON 11 LANGPORT ¥3 EAST LYNG 202




